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TIMELINE FOR PROCESSING PATENT APPLICATIONS (National Phase) IN ISRAEL (July 2023)

STEP 1 —Obtaining a STEP 2 — FORMALITIES REVIEW
FILING DATE (Effective
date of filing is the PCT
filing date).

IPO: IPO reviews for formalities (and for accelerated examination requests such as acceleration
under special circumstances, PPH, 'green’' invention- not covered in the present timeline).

If all requirements met, pass to Examiner (STEP 3 below), otherwise issue FORMALITIES
Applicant: files application NOTICE.

IPO: issues Filing Receipt When? 1-2 weeks after filing
When? 1-3 days after filing How much time to respond to Notice? 3 months.

3-18 M

STEP 3 - PUBLICATION

IPO: Publishes application and file wrapper.

When? The earlier of 18 Months from international filing or 45 days after national phase entry.
NB. Third parties may use this information to submit relevant prior art to the Examiner.

When? 1-3 days after filing date of application.

STEP 4 — PRIOR TO EXAMINATION

IPO: Issues NOTICE PRIOR TO EXAMINATION (“Section 18”). This initiates the ‘ongoing duty of prior art disclosure’ throughout
pendency.

When? 3-18 months after filing (Step 1) or response to Formalities Notice (STEP 2), depending on technical field.
How much time to respond to Notice? 4 months.
Extensions: Up to 6 months, payable in arrears.

NB. When responding, Applicant can make special requests, e.g. for ‘modified examination’ based on parallel granted patents,
or for suspending examination due to a desire to wait for grant of a parallel patent on which to base a request for modified
Examination.

6-24 M

STEP 5 —SUBSTANTIVE EXAMINATION

IPO: Examination for unity of invention, eligibility, novelty, inventive step, utility, sufficiency of disclosure & formal matters.

Result of Examination: Issuance of either OFFICE ACTION (Step 5a) or NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY (Step 6) within 6-24 months
after receiving response to Notice (Step 4).

STEP 5a — OFFICE ACTIONS STEP 6 — NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY
If defects are found in the application, IPO will issue an OFFICE IPO: If all requirements are met, the IPO will issue a
ACTION setting out the defects and inviting the applicant to NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY for payment of the publication
correct them. fee.
How much time to respond? 4 months. Deadline for payment is 3 months. No extensions are
Extensions: Up to 4 months, payable in arrears. Maximum available.
accumulated extensions during examination - 12 months. ALLOWANCE of application will be published at the
Next step by IPO: Review of response, then issues either an beginning of the month following payment, opening a 3
additional OFFICE ACTION (STEP 5) or a NOTICE OF month window for third party oppositions.
ALLOWABILITY (STEP 6). ALLOWANCE is also the cutoff for disclosing additional
When? Ranges from a few days to a few months. prior art and for filing divisional applications.
STEP 7 — GRANT STEP 8 — MAINTENANCE
A patent will be granted three months after Applicant is required to pay RENEWAL (maintenance) fees as follows: (i)
publication of allowance, provided that no three months after Grant (‘post-grant’ renewal); (ii) before the
opposition has been filed. beginning of the 7, 11™, 15™ and 19" years after date of effective filing
IPO: issues patent certificate within a few days (see STE.P 1). These deadlines (fan be extended for up to six months by

. retroactive payment of extension fees.
of closure of the three month window.




